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Y N T The primary school in NBHIS is the place where our students take a confident step
into independent learning. They leave the play-based environment of Early Years to

enter the exciting world of reading, and of exploring knowledge and patterns of
society; about which they are increasingly aware. PYP fosters experimentation and
curiosity, which lays the basis for later research in Middle School.

Students in primary years retain the benefit
of one foreign and one Chinese teacher,
co-teaching in every classroom, so that all
learning in IB PYP is bi-lingual and
multi-cultural. This bi-lingual approach allows time for students entering the
school in different grades to manage the transition into English as the language of
instruction. Children who struggle with learning English have specialist ELC
teachers who help them until they can manage in an English speaking class.

Itis a comfortable environment for our students as they take on more responsibility
and understanding of their own learning. We look for a positive partnership with
parents to facilitate each child’s growth to their best potential. Parents are
encouraged to discuss their child” s progress and wellbeing at any time. Students in
the PYP are encouraged to take on leadership roles, to experience both success and

failure, and to grow in the belief that they can make a difference in the world.

How NBHIS PYP curriculum works?

- From Grade 1 to grade 6 NBHIS curriculum is based on Central Ideas

about which knowledge is organised. The six Central Ideas are the same
from EY to Grade 6. The Central Ideas begin with the child as the focus,
then move on to the family and the community, and finally, they look at
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systems in the wider society, to learn about how the world functions. As
they mature and develop, so their encounters with the Central Ideas
expand with them. Because these Central ideas are conceptual, they can
be based in both Chinese and Western culture and tradition, ensuring our
| bicultural focus.

Essential Undereach Central Idea, are several Key Concepts which the students will

Understanding

explore. These help to put the Central Idea into a real context and are
discipline specific. In turn, each concept has Essential Understandings which the children need to make
sense of their world in terms of language, science, mathematics, and social studies. The lessons, arranged
around questions which unpack these Understandings, are further divided into small Topics in which there
are concrete Facts.

Although the content changes as students move through
the grades, the structure of the curriculum remains firm,
allowing students to recognize and feel comfortable with
the pattern of moving from “big” Central Ideas, through
chosen Key Concepts, into the Essential Understandings
which identify the disciplines and their different skills
being referenced, on to questions necessary to break

down the ideas and concepts through Topics and finally,

into concrete Facts.
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Bi-cultural learning

Chinese culture and language are shared with

English language and tradition. Children think
about and appreciate both. In the Units of
Enquiry, teachers begin with local knowledge
| and understanding and move out to broader
- stories from other cultures. In this way, children
begin to realize that everything they do is also
practiced by people around the world,
although perhaps differently.

NBHIS has agreed Benchmarks that each
grade will reach to ensure continuous
progress in knowledge and learning. In
each grade level, teachers meet
collaboratively to set these Benchmarks
and further, they plan vertical progress
from Primary through Middle School into
the Pre-DP and DP programmes.

Academics Day to Day

NBHIS genuinely has a 1-7 student teacher ratio over the whole school. Our Primary programme is based on the IB PYP enquiry learning

model supported by a foreign and a Chinese homeroom teacher in each bi-lingual, bi-cultural classroom. Students study:

Literacy English Chinese Mathematics
Science Social Studies  Art Music Physical Education (PE)

IB PYP Units of Enquiry are supported by the Australian National Curriculum. Mathematics
and Chinese language are based on the rigorous National Curriculum. Students also have
aweekly timetable of lessons with specialist teachers, including physical education, music
and art. This helps them to approach Middle School, with its greater focus on specialist
subject areas.

Our goal for NBHIS students to become independent lifelong readers and writers, who
communicate effectively through reading, writing, listening, speaking and presenting. We
also recognise that Literacy is transdisciplinary by nature and occurs all day, within all
traditional subject areas. All teachers teach literacy. In addition to RAZ Kids online
programme and classroom books, our PYP library in constantly growing in resources to
complement the Units of Enquiry being studied. In Grades 1 and 2 we use phonics to
ensure that students new to NBHIS acquire the necessary English skills for our classrooms.
Our literacy benchmarks are based on the Australian National Curriculum and MAP
international testing.
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Technology

NBHIS uses the “bring your own device” policy in our
PYP. Students learn to use tablet devices for writing,
research and creation of presentations. All students

need to be familiar with technology for more than
recreation.

Foreign staff and local experts share their interests and
passions with students in activities as diverse as yoga,
and robotics. Experiences where children are active,
challenged to think and create and which they enjoy,
strengthen their health and wellbeing.

Fieldtrips around Ningbo bring the real world into the PYP

classroom. Children wonder at what they see, hear and taste in
the different situations which link to their unit of enquiry. In a Unit
on Transport for example a grade may take a trip on the Ningbo
subway system, to see the system working at first hand.

For the Grade 4, 5 and 6 students, camps are often the first

independent experience for our students to be away from family.
Outdoor camp experiences challenge children to test their
strength and skill in experiences school cannot offer. Lasting
friendships form and self-esteem grows as they understand their
own resilience and resourcefulness.










